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BOITORIAL 
by Sal Hasoa 


Felcone to the second Christmas Bdition of BRACEBITS. We have 
completed our first full year of publication of BRACEBITS i.e. 
12 issues. $0, next year ve move on to Volume 3 of BRACEBITS! 


AS you all know, last month ve raffled off a 520 St. Well, I 
got the honor (2) of ordering the systea for the lucky vinner. 
My experience ordering the Sf lead to the subject of this 
month's editorial. Yes, this month I an going to give you 
;dear readers, ay thoughts on mail order business practices 
which are annoying (or worse) from the consumers point of 
view. 


the first shoddy business practise is the infamous call for 
best price advertisement. On searching for the best price 
available on a 520 St, Phil aad I found that at least half of 
the advertisers wanted you to call for the price. While the 
market prices may change a little from the month that the ad 
is origainally written, I still think that they vould do 
everyone a favor if they vould publish the current price or 
the expected price at the time of publication of the ad. This 
vould save the consumer a lot of time in comparison shopping 
and would clear their lines for the ordering of serchandise in 
lien of calling to get a price quote. After all most ot these 
firms have a toll free line for orders, but discourage calls 
for any other reason to their toll free order line. This 
tactic pats the consumer ia a Catch 22 situation i.e. you are 
seriows about ordering, but want the best price currently 
available and the only way to get a price when this tactic is 
used is to call the line reserved for ordering! So, come on 
and give us your best price in the ad! 


The next business tactic on ny list is the one that I ran up 
vhen I called L¥co Compoter Marketing & Consultants. Phil and 
I had decided to order the computer from then because they had 
the best quoted price aod are a reputable company. One of the 
reasons We decided to order from them was their advertised 
policy of no shipping charges for prepaid orders over $50.00. 
Since ve intended to send a money order or cashiers check for 
the order, Lyco seemed to be the logical choice for the 
purchase of the ST for the raffle winner. Well, they do not 
tell you how to place a prepaid order, so I called thea ap to 
do so. CATCH 22 STRIKES AGAIN!! I was informed that they 
vould not accept a prepaid order for the ST, since they had a 
limited supply of the aachines. Also, they would not back 
order it for ve, since they anticipated a price increase when 
the new ST's arrived. So, here we go again, no shipping 
charges on prepaid orders, bat no way to prepay the order. 


And to top it off, this policy forced us to place the order on 
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a Charge card, since there was no vay to place the order any 
other way! So, not only vere ve charged for shipping when the 
ad cleary stated no shipping charges for orders over $50.00 
(and this vas a $600.00 order!) but we also were charged a 4% 
surcharge for the use of a credit card in placing the order. 
This seeas very anfair to me. Mov, ve could have started to 
call other places, which ve vould have had to do, since Lyco 
still had the best price of the places that vere decent enoagh 
to list a price in their ad and all of the others vould bave 
charged for shipping and also would have charged for the use of 
a credit card; bat, then we would have been put into the first 
Catch 22 situation which { talked about above. 


So, in conclasion I would like to give Lyco credit for qaoting 
prices in their ads. I would also like to give them a chance 
to refund our money (a copy of this newsletter is going to be 
sent to thea). I would like to encourage all mail order fires 


_ to quote prices for all advertised merchandise and to honor any 
. other statement in the ad, such as no charge for prepaid orders 
or credit card purchases. 


DISCLAIMER 


BRACEBITS is published monthly by B.R.A.C.8. (Blaegrass Region 
Atari Corpater &nthusiasts) of Lexington Kentucky. ll 
contents, unless othervise noted, are public domaia and 
available for duplication. This newsletter is created by and 
for dues paying members of B.8.A.C.B. It is also available on 
an exchange basis with any other Atari users group. either 
B.2.A.C.B. nor BRACEBITS is affiliated with the Atari Corp.. 


— Atari and the FUJI symbol are registered trademarks of Atari 


Corp. Any reference to any trademark should be so noted and is 
acknowledged. The articles in this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group. 


Any dues paying nember of B.R.A.C.B. may submit an article to 
the editor for publication. the deadline for submissioas is 
the first Tuesday of the month the newsletter is due oat. 
Articles ray be edited and/or pablished at the discretion of 
the editor. Articles nay be mailed to Hal Hason, 258 B. High 
St. #9, Lexington, KY 40508 or submitted via aodem to HOMBLIMK! 
BBS (606)271-5468. Atari¥riter is the preferable format, but 
any ASCII format vill be acceptable. 


B.8.A.C.B. meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
The site of the meeting each month will be In room MB 263 
University of Kentucky Medical Center. The public {s welcome 
to attend our meetings but access to the library and the 
newsletter are limited to dues paying members of 8.8.4.C.8. 


Library Bits 
by Patricia E. Danridge 


Greetincs! Due to a bout with writer’s block, ay coluen did 
not aposar in the last BRACEBITS. Now, however, it appears 
that trie will be the last tine 1 will have a coluan in this 
newsletter as your librarian. I will be soving to North 
Carolina after Christaas to start a position as a cheaistry 
teacher in Laney High School in Wileington, N.C. Enough about 
RE. 


He have had quite a few new additions to the iibrary, 
including nore public domain games, HPP Express, graphics 
demos anc pictures disks and the latest edition of the Antic 
gagazine and disk. Due to the lack ot interest in purchasing 
copies cf last month’s disk, there will only be one copy of 
this sonth’s disk available in the library. If you decide 
that you would like to receive a copy af the disk, please 
contact Hal at 255-5989 and leave a aessage on his machine. 
Reoeaber our rules about receiving a copy in order to corply 
with all copyright restrictions. Qurs was an effort to save 
you tise in copying the library’s disk, but for some reason, 
the interest was not there. Coe on guys, surely it wasn’t 
the color of the disks that bothered you? Who sade the rule 
that the plastic sleeves that disks come in have to be black? 


Or do you buy into Henry Ford’s attitude that people could buy 


cars in any color as long as they Were brack?-~ ~~ 

Anyway, I will use those disks to copy sore of the donated 
files. Our current hangup in putting the donated disks in the 
library for your use is with MEL Microcenter, froa whom we 
have ordered and not received 200 disks. 


As for the points, the totals will be announced at the 
Deceaber seeting. We can still accept donations for the 
library and BRACEBITS at this seeting, however, and the points 
for those donations will be counted for this year. 


And finally, I would like to say that I have enjoyed working 
with everyone as the librarian for BRACE. 1 have learned a 
lot and hope to find an Atari users group in North Carolina 
with as auch get-up-and-go. Regretfully I have had a very 
short tera of office as treasurer, but I trust that both 
positions will be filled with competent progressive people. 
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BRACE MINUTES 
by Chris Dotson 


The meeting started with tickets being turned in. Around 476 
tickets were turned in. Dan Claudy (our foraer president) sold 
the aost tickets. 


Next the present eseabers voted on what to do at the Deceaber 
eesting. The aenbers voted to have a party instead of an 
auction. They also voted to have it at Rick’s Place on Waller 
Avenue. The party will be Deceaber 15th fron 7 to 9 (the 
Normal meeting tiee.) 


Hal Nason then showed a presentation on how to use a 130KXE’s 
raadisk with several programs. He used SpartaDos to set up the 
randisk as D2:, then loaded Micro Illustrator, Screen Plot, 
MattEdit, and AtariWriter Plus and used the ramdisk with each. 


After the presentation, we held the raffle. Steve Isert drew 
the nane (because he was the only one who had not bought 
tickets). The winner was Dale Hason, Hal Nason’s (our vice 
president’s) brother. Interestingly enough, Dale bought only 
two tickets. Dale paid the $124 difference and got the color 
system instead. Another name was drawn to see who would have 
won, and it was Chris Dotson. 


Brian-Landers -aon—the door prize for the third tise in the last 
four aonths. He opted to take ten disks instead of another 
disk case. 


The aeeting ended with check-outs froa the library. 
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PRESIDENTAL SUITE 
By Phillip Taylor 


Happy Holidays folks, this is a season to enjoy goad times 
with friends and relatives. Some of us are going to have a 
little more tiae off froma work to enjoy other pursuits and it 
is my hope to get a little more tise on the ol’ computer. 
Since Law school will be out soon, I hope to have a little bit 
more time to spend playing some of ay favorite gages, get ay 
BBS back in working order and do some desperately needed disk 
file clean up and backing up. If you are like ae, you tend to 
let some of your disk files get a little out of hand. I have 
a real bad habit af putting files on disks with no label on 
them. This causes no end of difficulty, especially since | 
use both Spartados and Atari Dos 2.5. So an early New Year's 
resolution, LABEL MY DISKS. Of course I made the same 
resolution last year and by March, they were in the sage 
shape. 


Another thing that I and the officers are going to work on 
aver the holidays is a proposed constitution. A proposed copy 
will appear in the January newsletter and [ hope that all will 
read it and be ready at the January meeting with sone 
feedback. 


Soae bad news now, Pat Danridge will be resigning her post as 
treacurer after the December meeting. She will be aoving out 
af state to a new job. Speaking for ayself, I hate to see her 
go since she has been a great help to the group since she has 
been a geaber. First she was an editorial assistant on 
BRACEBITS and then she became the appointed Librarian, then 
she was elected Treasurer. It seemed if a job needed to be 
done, she was there to help. She will be aissed. I wish her 
luck in her new position and hope that she will be happy 
there. 


Of course this means that the group will need to elect a new 
Treasurer at our January meeting. If you are interested, 
reaeaber that you aust be over 18 years old. Nominations will 
be taken at that meeting a vote will be held at that tiae due 
to the necessity of filling the position. 


Qne gore thing, the winner of our Participation Points Contest 
will be announced at this meeting. It has bean decided that 
the winner be have his choice from a list of software. This 
list will have aany of the latest titles on it, so get you 
donations in by this next meeting. Right now the contest for 
first is alaost to close to call between Joe Tackett and Brian 
Landers. Thanks to everyone who participated in this pragran. 
It has been a rousing success. 


Lastly, congratulations to Dale Nason, for winning the 92057 
system. It has been ordered and will be shipped direct to the 
winner. Thanks to all those whe helped with this project. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
by Phillip Taylor 


Tis the season to be jolly..., it’s Christmas time again. 
Once again, it is time to try and tell those meabers of your 
family who may not be addicted to computers, what you would 
like for Christaas, I have learned that if you want 
something for your computer, it is best ta be specific and 
maybe even write it down on a note and leave the note in an 
inconspicuous place, say the bathroom airror. Hopetully, 
someone will see the note, that might say, “Gee it sure would 
be nice if someone got ae a copy of ALTERNATE REALITY, THE 
DUNGEON this Christmas, It can be ordered real easy through 
Software Discounters..."°. You get the idea. Anyway 
BRACEBITS, being ever vigilant for ways to help the seabers 
of BRACE get what they want out of their computer, hereby 
publishes this Christaas gift guide for the would be buyer of 
Christmas gifts for someone who is an Atarian. 


1. Computer Paper. 9 1/2 inches wide, with the little holes 
running down each side of the paper. 1 have found that the 
very best to buy this itea, which a computer user can never 
have too auch of, is PACE membership warehouse, located off 
Richaond Road. For a box of 2700 sheets the cost is around 
$16.00. A super buy. 


2. Disk Notchers.- This allows computer—addictsto-put. -stuéf. - 
on the flip sides of their disks by cutting out a notch an 
the left side of their disks, These can be bought at aost 
computer stores and cost range froa $4.00 to $10.00. The 
cheap ones usually work just as well as the expensive ones. 


3. Alternate Reality, the DUNGEON. This prograa can be 
ordered through the sail from Software Discounters (phone 
nuaber 1-800-225-7638) for under $30.00. It is the sequel to 
Alternate Reality the CITY, which is needed to play the gaae. 
If you have overheard your tarian talking about 
nightstalkers, Moa’s Bar, the Floating gate, or the Alpha 
Qaega Healers, this game would be appreciated. 


4, Antic Magazine. This aagzine is filled with heiptul 
information about Atari Computers, both 8 bit and §T’s. 
$28.00 for a years subscription, without disks, with disks 
the subscription is $79.95. OQrder it from Antic Magazine, 
1-800-234-7001 or sail to P.O. Box 1919 Marion, dhio, 433064. 


a. Floppy Disks, 3 i/4 inch for 8 bit machines or 3 1/2 inch 
for ST’s, These can be purchased at Service Merchandise at 
Woodhill Plaza. Tha cost ranges from 7.00 up depending on 
brand fame and type. From feedback from many of the seaners, 
the cheaper ones usually work about as well as the expensive 
ones. If you ara getting 5 1/4 inch, it 15 nest if you get 
double density disks. Single sided or dauole sided wiil 
work, 
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ST CORNER 
By Charles Ross 


Last aonth 1 stated that I would devote this aonths coluan to 
new hardware, but truthtully there hasn’t been such new 
introduced in the past couple of eonths except for the Nega’s 
50 1 decided to write on something I find very intersting. 
MIDI. 


To many users those two ports on the ST, labeled MIDI, have no 
aeaning. Buly for those acquainted with the use of the ports 
labeled "in and "out," there awaits the potential to create 
sone real sagic. MIDI stands for Musical Instrugent Digital 
Interface. Most electronic instruaents today contain these 
interfaces, which are comprised of usually two or three ports, 
that reseable the nonitor output on the @-bit Ataris. 


MIDI was created by the oakers of susical instruaents to 
standardize transmission of data, so that owners of different 
brands of equipment could be used together, but what has 
evolved has surpassed all expectations. Computers have always 
been a prine target for MIDI applications due to the ability 
to quickly process and store data. Though many instrunents 
these days have large aaounts of segory and even have disk 
drives, still, the conputer is better suited for sany other 
applications. 


Until the introduction of the ST, the Macintosh was the MIDI 


standard for the susic industry, although it required an 
external interface. Now, Atari is becoming the leader in the 
MIDI ausic industry. Just pick up a Copy of “Keyboard” 
@agazine and you will see lots of {articles on the superiority 
of the STin this field. Alot of good software is also 
available. 


There are three aain uses for HIDI and the coaputer. The 
first is what are known as players. These programs such as 
Activision’s, "Music Studio.” Allow users to write songs, and 
have thea played through the synthesizer. These are very 
practical for the beginning ausician as the software is 
relatively inexpensive. The second use is for programs known 
as patch librarians. These prograas allow susicians to 
create new synthesizer sounds, edit thea and store thea for 
easy recall. These are very isportant today since 
synthesizers usually do not hold over one-hundred sounds oF 
*natches.” The third and probably aost iaportant use is for 
sequencing. Sequencers allow songs to be stored, edited and 
played. While some Sieple sequencers are available in a 
hardware fora, very few can compete with a geod software 
sequencer. Sequencers are usually expensive, but the value 
they hold to gusicians aakes thea worth the expense. With a 
good professional sequencer, up to around sixty-four different 
channels can be played at once. In siaple terms, sixty-four 
independent sounds can be played at once, providing you have 


that aany, which isn’t unccaaen. 


I have only scratched the surface in what I find to be one of 
the aost interesting areas of the ST. Next aonth I wiil 
continue this discussion and describe how I use the Si and 
MIDI, in ay hone studio. 


CREATIVE PROCESS REVIEW 
By Brian Landers 


Creative Process is an outline processor for the §-bit Atari 
computers. It allows you to organize your thoughts and ideas 
into outline fora. This is useful for writing reports, «ere 
papers, speeches, or anything else that requires brainstoraing 
and the organization of ideas. it allows you to rearrange the 
ideas until you get thea the way you like thee. You can then 
add text describing each point and subpoint in the outline. 
Qnce you have created your outline, it can be converted into: 
text fora for loading into a word processor like Paperciip, 
which, through the use of double windows, allows you to view 
the outline in the bottom window, while you compose the final 
decueent in the top window. You can also print the outline, 
text, or outline and text to the screen, disk, or printer. 


This is a great prograa for anyone who has to write. It allows 
you to easily compose your thoughts and translate ane he 


print. Ihighly recomaend it.: © : i 


DISKWI2Z I! 
By Brian Landers 


DiskWiz II is a sector-editing prograe for the B-bit Atari. It 
allows you to edit a sector on a disk directly. This will ailow 
you to, asong other things, change the filename of a duplicate 
file without haveing to POKE around DOS, recover deleted fiies, 
make changes in programs, and repair damaged files. The prograe 
also contains a disk copier, a speed checker, and a 
disasseabler. 


This is a great prograo. It is the best sector editor out for 
the Atari, at least until ICD’s DiskRx comes out. And the other 
programs help you greatly in editing and repairing disks. The 
only thing I didn’t like about the program was that you have to 
press RETURN after each command, which tends to slow you down. 
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